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1.   Introduction 

This course is a very comprehensive study program to become a fully qualified and certified 
PROFESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER (PIO). It is designed to develop future security 
and intelligence professionals with a broad understanding of global interrelationships in 
politics, economics, social change, science and technology, military developments, systems 
of thought, public health, and the psychological dimensions of military and terrorist threats, 
cyber-security, environmental issues, and human cultures. Further, students will learn to 
understand the implications of these interrelationships for the security of nation-states and 
the future of human society in a global context. 

We live in the so-called "information age". Thus it is easy to understand that information is 
one of the most valuable assets any country, company, organization or association might 
have. Protection and collection of data is just as vital for survival, as are air and water to the 
individual being. Information is the new gold of the information age we now live in. EVERY 
country, organization or corporation needs to both gather data (intelligence) and protect their 
own data from prying eyes of competitors - even the Vatican has it’s own intelligence service 
(a good one, even). This one-of-a-kind study course will teach you both the complete 
knowledge and the practical skills "of the trade".  PIO is NOT just another study course. It's 
one of the VERY few competent and professional private study and training courses of its 
kind, designed to become a full-fledged intelligence operator and expert for the private 
intelligence and information market. 

This course comprises every pertinent section of the vast field of international intelligence: 
industrial and corporate espionage, counter-espionage, data protection, research, analyzing 
data properly, military intelligence, information services, market research, data security, IT 
security, cryptography and much more. 

PIO students will get an intimate, first-hand look into the world of intelligence. They will learn 
how to gather intelligence, how to work undercover, covertly in different parts of the world, 
how to "run sources", how agents are being recruited, conduct risk assessments, how to use 
technology, how to run surveillance and observation operations and much, much more. 

The course also comprises courses in history, anti/counter terror, investigation, criminology, 
languages, politics, economics and more. 

Control of intelligence can and WILL decide wars - economic ones as well. There are new 
cold wars going on right now - not just the war against terror, crime and crazies. Private 
intelligence experts with enough of a broad knowledge and skills set to service private and 
corporate clientele are hard to get. PIOs are among the most elite private Intel operators on 
this planet. This is one of the most exciting careers available on the private market. PIO is an 
excellent course to enhance your career option if you've had prior training as close protection 
operator, military or law enforcement, but it is equally the door to a new career for 
newcomers since this course comprises everything you need to know.  We guarantee a built-
in career option - our security agency will employ each successful graduate upon 
certification! 

The program provides the student with the interdisciplinary skills to analyze the interactions 
between all these elements and to communicate their ideas effectively in both written and 
oral contexts. Above all, students will be able to exhibit innovative problem solving and 
critical thinking for issues such as  

 ·         terrorism and asymmetrical warfare  

 ·         transportation (especially aviation and aerospace) security  

 ·         threats to corporate personnel and facilities  

 ·         threats to computer and telecommunications infrastructure  
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 ·         trafficking networks in illicit services and substances  

 ·         proscribed weapons technologies such as weapons of mass destruction  

 ·         international crime  

 ·         population migrations  

 ·         natural disasters  

 ·         pandemics and  

 ·         homeland security  

Our students will be very qualified to begin activities in many realms, including:  

1. Federal government security and intelligence agencies and other federal 
agencies with security and intelligence responsibilities and needs  

2. The military services  

3. Security and intelligence departments in business and industry (especially 
aviation, aerospace, and other transportation entities)  

4. State and local law enforcement agencies  

5. As students in graduate schools specializing in international security studies 
and regional affairs  

6. As students in law schools  

7. In politics as leaders or as staffs specializing in security issues, and  

8. As entrepreneurs  

9. and of course in security companies of various kinds 

We are convinced that upon graduation of our complete PIO course, you will be amongst the 
elite of international private intelligence operators, experts and team leaders! Through this 
unique private course, which is complete and comprehensive in both studies and practical 
training, you can develop your career into a highly sought after and very lucrative intelligence 
and information specialist profession. This is still a niche market, unlike most other security 
sectors which are usually overcrowded by thousands of job-seeking ex-military, ex-law 
enforcement and private security operators. 

 
This PIO study course offers you an exciting new career option on the field of 
international risk and security management.  This course also comes with a built-in 
career guarantee: we only admit the number of new students per year to this course which 
we will be able to employ ourselves! This means that EACH graduate will receive full 
employment upon completion of the total course!  
 
BSA does NOT strive for “mass production” - we strive for excellence, not for large 
numbers of students. On the other, we are looking for the right kind of student, as these will 
be our team members and employees, thus they must fit into our teams and be able to work 
within our company according to our standards. 
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PIO Air Surveillance package 

 

 

 PIO Air Surveillance comprises the full PIO 

programme plus the following training units: 

1. Parachute jumping – to enable 

the PIO operator to infiltrate 

even into remote regions in 

order to gather information 

2. Paragliding – as in 1. plus 

direct air surveillance, photographing or videotaping 

3. Ultra light airplane – you’ll learn to use UL planes for air surveillance, 

photographing and videotaping in order to gather intelligence 

4. Use of air surveillance drone 

The PIO students will attend a 2-week intensive camp training to acquire these skills. 

The PIO Air Surveillance programme will be certified with the BSA Level II plus 

Certificate. 

 
./. 

Specialized PIO TACTICAL  

We offer a specialized PIO Tactical course to a limited number of 
candidates each year. The special tasks for these PIO operators will mainly 
consist of medium to high risk undercover operations worldwide, collecting 
information, supporting high risk security and close protection missions 
and emergency extraction/rescue missions. 
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This special PIO TACTICAL course will prepare the candidates for such 
undercover work with medium and long duration (up to 1-2 months or 

o register for this course. PIO TACTICAL will be BSA Level II+ 
ertified. 

tions and have a firm will to fully engage in intensive studies 

ed 

 
 

course, you’ll be fully employed and work internationally as PIO operator. 

d 
 

 contractual phase or payable before your 3rd 
semester PIO starts).  

 places available each year. 
Thus, we recommend very early registration.

more). Area of Operation will be worldwide. 
Prior military or intelligence training will be helpful, but is not mandatory 
in order t
c
 
Candidates must have a calm and balanced character, be highly 
motivated, have good communicative skills, be able to adapt to many 
different situa
and training. 

This course starts with a 6 months intensive study phase (can be 
extended if you are currently working to adapt to your schedule), follow
by a very intensive tactical training 4 week camp in South Africa. After 
that, you will start to work for BSG/EUBSA on a contractual basis (starting
with low risks assignments from several days up to 2 weeks per month),
daily pay starting at 300 EURO up to 600 EURO (all expenses paid for). 
You will continue your studies during this phase. Upon completion of the 

PIO TACTICAL costs 9,510.00 EURO (regular fee 12,250.00 EURO), 
payable in 3 instalments of 3,170.00 EURO (first with registration, secon
6 weeks before the tactical camp training, third may be deducted from
your income during the

There are only a very limited number of these
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2.  Structure of the PIO course 
 
The PIO course is a very intensive and demanding study and training course. It targets the 
security professional who is looking to acquire the complete skill set to be able to function as 
a leader and top notch security and/or risk manager and security consultant. This course 
comprises everything that is needed.  
 
The course in structured in 2 parts: study and training.  
The study part consists of several semesters of learning, just like in college for instance, 
albeit in a distance learning format. This allows the student to hold a job somewhere, and 
study in their own time and pace. Find out more about distance eLearning on www.bs-
academy.com/elearning.htm - the student will learn with BSA learning materials, books, 
DVDs, by use the BSA online campus and forums, receive constant support by a personal  
tutor etc. 
 
The training part of this course consists of several training seminars or workshops, duration 
4-7 days each (or alternatively one longer workshop over about 2-3 weeks).These seminars 
are on-campus workshops where students meet with the BSA teaching staff and discuss the 
studies, questions etc. What has been learned will then be trained hands-on. Fitness training, 
self-defense, weapon training, team tactics, surveillance and observation and other topics 
are part of this course. 
The complete study part will be covered in these tactical workshops (seminars) which take 
place in France, England, Israel, South Africa or the US. 
 
The complete course – thus, studies, workshops/seminars and the tactical training 
course – can be completed in 20-24 months, as a rule of thumb. Students who can study 
more than about 10 hours per week will be able to complete the studies in less time, of 
course. Generally, since this is a distance eLearning study course, you may study in your 
own time; there is no set time limit. If you can spend more time per week studying, it’ll be 
faster. If you need more time, that’s no problem, too. 
At the end of the total course there will be a final exam, duration about 1 week. This will be a 
very demanding exam, including physical and medical exams, psychological exams; field 
conditions, very little sleep and food, lot’s of hard work. If you make the grade, you’ll be 
certified as PIO with a BSA Level 2 Certificate (PIO) and be part of an elite force in the 
private security and risk management sector. If you do NOT make the grade, you will be 
invited for the next final exam – at no extra cost and with additional assistance by your tutor. 
Upon completion of the course incl. certification, you will receive an offer for employment 
within the BSG.    
 
Credits will be awarded for each completed component, such as reading assignments, book 
reports, term papers and the physical training (tactical training, PT etc.). At the end of each 
term (semester), you will receive an evaluation which will show you where you stand, if your 
credits a sufficient or not. 
There are several ways to earn additional credits, which will help you to make up for topics 
where maybe you didn’t earn sufficient credits, e.g. you can sign up for additional tactical 
training courses, such as the Knife Fighting Course etc. or you can complete additional 
researches, term paper etc. Please visit our BSA web site to find other add-on courses.  
If you have had prior training (military/law enforcement) or if you have college degrees, this 
may be awarded with credits. You should contact your tutor about this upon admittance to 
the PIO course. 
Upon completion of this course, you will receive employment with EUBSA/BSG. This 
includes further training and also cross-training with other areas of the security field. It is 
extremely important to us that you are willing to constantly further yourself through 
ongoing training. We will provide training at no cost to EUBSA/BSG staff. ./. 
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3.  Pre-requisites for registration 
 
In order to be admitted you should be at least 21 years of age, you should have no criminal 
record and a clean bill of health. 
Both men and women can be admitted. High school diploma is preferable.  
 
We are asking a high level of professional conduct; please make yourself clear that this 
course is involving a very high level of personal responsibility. Excellent discipline and 
willingness to fully engage in the studies and training is very important.  You may need to 
work undercover, rely on your own ability to survive and infiltrate into other companies or 
such like. James Bond is only fiction; the reality is not like the movies. But the TRUE 
intelligence work is just as exciting, there’s a certain amount of risk involved and you need to 
be level-headed, quick thinking, yet a calm character and very well-trained. 
You should be able to communicate well with other people and have a desire to learn about 
other economics, criminal sciences, cultures, history, politics and what goes on in the world 
in general and a number of additional topics. 

The PIO study course is a college-level, comprehensive and complete course. It also 
includes an internship (optional but we strongly advise to use that option), a number of 
important seminars and complete tutoring by experiences teachers during the complete 
study course. 

This course is a great additional training for former military, law enforcement or security 
personnel and it will expand your career options way beyond your current possibilities plus 
you have the guaranteed option to work full time for our own upon graduation.  

If you are tired of chasing jobs every few months in security sectors that are overcrowded, 
and if you’re looking for a high-end and long-term career in an exciting, demanding and 
lucrative new sector, PIO is the right choice. However, must be ready to engage full-steam 
and give us you’re A game, as this PIO course is extremely demanding both physically and 
mentally. 

You should understand that the PIO course is MUCH more than just some kind of short add-
on course. It’s a full and complete STUDY AND TRAINING COURSE at college-level – the 
ONLY complete, very comprehensive course of its kind available on the international private 
market.   
You should only apply for this course when it is your explicit goal to obtain a top-notch PIO 
training on college-level including the most recent skills an intelligence field operator needs, 
because this course is designed to reach exactly that goal.  
./. 
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4.  Tuition/fees, misc. 
 
The tuition fees for PIO: 
 
Study course       7500 EURO (about 10,500.00 USD) - including the complete PIO study 

course, all tactical seminars, tutoring, access online campus, training 
material, internship with possibility to earn your first money as a PIO 
assistant, all exams and certification PIO "Certified Professional 
Intelligence Officer" with BSA Level 2 Certificate 

 
The PIO tuition fee payable in equal 3 installments, one with registration, the 2 others after 6, 
7 resp. 15 months 
 
The AIR SURVEILLANCE PIO programme includes the full PIO package, as above, plus the 
Air Surveillance package training (parachute, paragliding, UL airplane and surveillance drone 
handling) – it costs 10,950 EURO for the full programme. Tuition payable as in PIO, the extra 
3,450 EURO for the 2-week-intensive camp training for the air surveillance package to be 
paid 6 weeks before the camp takes place. Camp includes accommodation, training, use of 
equipment. 
 
 
Rolling admission permitted for the PIO course – thus you can register at any time. 
 
All PIO instructors and teachers are all former government intelligence officers with 
additionally 12-20 years of work experience in the private intelligence sector, both civil and 
military. 
./. 
 
If you are looking for a way to a top-level career as a leader and top notch PIO 
operator and team leader, this course is your path to it. 
Please contact the BSA at any time to register or to ask question about this unique 
course. 
www.brillstein-security-academy.com  

http://www.brillstein-security-academy.com/

